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By the end of the spring term your child should be able to:
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Physical development – Children should be completely toilet trained and rarely needing adult reminders.  The children should be writing at least the initial letters of their name (and often will be writing their entire name) using a tripod pencil grip.  Children should be using scissors to make snips in paper and with a conventional grip.  Children should be able to use the Key Stage 1 playground with confidence – climbing up, over and through balancing and climbing equipment. 


You can support their learning by: Please make sure that children sign in independently each morning.  Provide lots of opportunities for them to draw at home. Ensure that children have opportunities to go to the park and climb every day!  Please make sure that the children have access to child sized scissors at home and they use them regularly.


 








 Literacy development – Children should be able to show an awareness of rhyme – e.g pick out rhyming words in stories and songs. They should be able to retell familiar stories and join in with repeated refrains such as ‘run, run as fast as you can.’  Children should be able to recognise their own name.  Children should be able to give meaning to writing they see in different places (the expectation is not that they read the words but that they use the context the words are in to take a guess at what the words say).


You can support their learning by: Please make sure that you read to your child every day!  This has a greater impact than anything else you can do to support your child’s literacy development! When signing in each morning allow your child to choose from 2 name cards that start with different initial letters. 


 








Maths development - 


You can support their learning by: Children should be able to recite the number sequence to 10 and count with 1-1 correspondence. Children should be beginning to use their fingers to correctly represent numbers to 5 and be beginning to recognise some numbers that they see in everyday contexts – such as the numbers on their doors or on the bus they take home. Children should be beginning to name 2D shapes and talk about objects in relation to their shape.  Children should be able to use prepositions. 


You can support their learning by:  Please use everyday opportunities to reinforce the number sequence – such as counting as you walk upstairs.  Please play short maths games which reinforce shape, numbers and counting.  When talking to your child about where objects are please use prepositions such as in, on, in front, behind, under, on top and between to describe where the objects are.  








Personal Social and Emotional Development - Children should be beginning to understand that they need to share resources and take turns.  Children should be extending their friendship groups and be able to keep the play moving forward by taking account of the needs and wishes of others.                      You can support their learning by:  Children develop their friendships in and out of school – play dates play an important role in these friendships.  Play dates after school or during the holidays with a wide range of children support the development of these friendship groups.  





Events


Chinese New Year, Pancake Day, World Book Day,  St Patricks Day, Holi, Ash Wednsday,  Mothers Day, Easter Egg hunt
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Here are some of the learning experiences we will use to explore our theme:


“Once upon a time...”
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Traditional stories; funny stories, rhyming stories, scary stories and stories from around the world...








Expressive Arts and Design


Making Chinese lanterns and Chinese dragons – combine different media and use tools for a purpose


Chinese dragon dancing- 


Clay frogs – manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect.


Painting to music – creating angry/scary pictures – capture experiences and responses with a range of media.


Pattern printing and animal masks – looking at art from different cultures.


OHP paintings – combine different media to create a new effect.


Exploring colour through the festival of Holi.


Character spoons. 


Ongoing – Song of the week.





Mathematics


Find the dragon – developing positional language.


How many sticks made this house? Estimating and then checking by counting.


Playing “doubles” with compare bears – can you make the same amount?


Making Chinese shape dragons – naming 2D shapes.


Who’s the giant-how tall are you?  Orders 2-3 items by height.


How many lychees? Counting with 1-1 correspondence to 10.


OHP numbers – developing number recognition.


Beanstalk game- counts up to 10. 


What’s my number – recognises numerals 1-10.


How many monsters? – Counts with 1-1 correspondence to 10.








Understanding the World


Celebrating festivals and special days (see events below) – recognising and talking about special events in their own lives.


Who did the poo?- Asking questions about the natural world.


Growing beanstalks and planting special things for Mother’s Day  Developing understanding of growth and changes over time.


Exploring air through ‘Farley Farts’ – balloon boats and balloon cars – talks about why things happen and how things work.


Where do we come from?  - Knows that some things make them unique.


Mouse Island – completes a simple programme on the computer. 





Physical Development


Cooking Irish potato cake/pancakes/spring rolls/milk shakes – developing understanding of the need for hygiene.


Woodwork – bird houses - understand the need for safety when tackling new challenges. 


Planting vegetables – understands the need for variety in food. 


How does it work? – Taking apart machines - using tools safely and appropriately.


Obstacle course – travels with confidence over, under and through balancing and climbing equipment.


Ongoing: Write Dance; Dough disco.





Literacy


What’s your favourite story?  Retelling narratives.


Going on a bear hunt in the eco garden – join in repeated refrains and anticipate key events.


Talking Tables – describes main story setting, events and principal character.


Silly soup –show an awareness of rhyme/ continue a rhyming string.


Alphabet bingo – linking sounds to letters.


Writing cards for Mothers Day/Easter – writes own name. 


I Spy...hearing and saying the initial sounds of words.


School library sessions for parents and children.


Ongoing: Sound of the week – bringing objects from home.  








Communication and Language


Role play –opticians/bookshop/Chinese restaurant - using language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences.


Where do I live? Different animal homes – building and extending vocabulary.


Tell me about– listen and respond to ideas expressed by others.


Balloon boats - begin to understand ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions


When I was scared (linked to scary stories) ...recall and relive past experiences.


Ongoing – Language groups.








Personal, Social and Emotional Development


Small group outings to Chinatown and the local area – whole class outing to be confirmed. Becoming more outgoing and more confident in new social situations.


Parents reading stories at group time - adapting behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine.


Dressing up for World Book Day – expressing own preferences and interests.


Introducing scary stories- aware of own feelings. 


Ongoing: Settling new children - co-operates with some boundaries and routines. 











