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This term the children will be learning to:  
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Communication and Language: Children should be beginning to use more complex sentences, questioning why things and how they work.  They should be constantly extending their vocabulary. Children should be able to answer how and why questions. They should be able to respond to simple instructions. You can support their learning by:  Limit their screen time as much as possible. Too much screen time has a significant effect upon attention and vocabulary development.  Play lots of games and read to them as much as you can.   
Physical development – Children should be able to copy their name from their name card with minimal adult support forming some letters conventionally.   Children should be using scissors to make snips in paper and with a conventional scissor grip.  Children should be able to use the Key Stage 1 playground with confidence – climbing up, over and through balancing and climbing equipment.  They should be managing their personal hygiene independently. 

You can support their learning by: Please make sure that children sign in independently each morning.  Provide lots of opportunities for them to draw at home. Ensure that children have opportunities to go to the park and climb every day!  Please make sure that the children have access to child sized scissors at home and they use them regularly.
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 Personal Social and Emotional Development - Children should be beginning to understand that they need to share resources and take turns.  Children should be extending their friendship groups and be able to keep the play moving forward by taking account of the needs and wishes of others.                      You can support their learning by:  Children develop their friendships in and out of school – play dates play an important role in these friendships.  Play dates after school or during the holidays with a wide range of children support the development of these friendship groups.  
Literacy development – Children should be able to continue a rhyming string, for example if you give them a word they should be able to give you a word that rhymes with that word.  Children should be beginning to blend and segment sounds in words for example c-a-t = cat, hat = h-a-t.  Children should understand the directionality of print – they should know that in English print is read from left to right and top to bottom.  
You can support their learning by: Please make sure that you read to your child every day!  This has a greater impact than anything else you can do to support your child’s literacy development! If your child is still finding it challenging to recognise their name, then when signing in each morning allow your child to choose from 2 name cards that start with different initial letters.

Sound of the Week:  23/4- J     28/4- V    5/5- W     12/5- Y    19/5- Z    2/6- Qu     9/6- ch    16/6- ck (ending)    23/6- x    30/ 06- sh  7/7- th  14/7- ng (ending)  21/7- nk (ending) Please bring something in from home that starts with the SOUND rather than the letter, for example ink rather than ice. 
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Maths development - Children should be able to recite the number sequence to 10 and count with 1-1 correspondence to 10 - moving objects as they count. Children should be beginning to use their fingers to correctly represent numbers to 10 and be beginning to link numerals to amounts. They should be able to recognise numerals to 10. Children should be able to name 2D shapes and talk about objects in relation to their shape.  Children should be able to use prepositions such as on, under in front and behind. 
You can support their learning by: Please use everyday opportunities to reinforce the number sequence - such as counting as you walk upstairs.  Please play short maths games which reinforce shape, numbers and counting.  When talking to your child about where objects are please use prepositions such as in front, behind, under, on top and between to describe where objects are.
The children will also be able to continue to use the Nursery library returning and swapping their books as and when they need to.  
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Expressive Arts and Design                                                                          


Bubble painting • Develops their own ideas through experimentation with diverse materials to express and communicate their discoveries and understanding • creates drawings to accompany stories


Painting crocodiles • Develops an understanding of using lines to enclose a space and begins to use drawing to represent actions and objects based on imagination, observation and experience • creates drawings to accompany stories.  


Cat adoption agency/role play • Engages in imaginative play based on own ideas or first-hand or peer experiences. • Uses available resources to create props or creates imaginary ones to support play. • Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme.











Ongoing: Song of the week –builds a repertoire of songs.





Mathematics


Frogs on a log (Dice game) Counts up to five items, recognising that the last number said represents the total counted so far. 


Measuring worms, salt dough worms • Explores differences in size, length, weight and capacity.                                                                                                                                                                  


Frog and tadpole patterns, bird feeder pattern - Explores and adds to simple linear patterns of 2 repeating objects.


Small world play (prepositions) • Responds to and uses language of position and direction.


Spider web builder’s tray • Links numerals with amounts up to 5 and maybe beyond.


Egg counting • Compares 2 small groups of up to 5 objects saying when there are the same number of objects in each group.





Special Events/Festivals


Father’s day


 





Understanding the World


Pond dipping, spider hunt, worm hunt •  Shows care and concern for living things and the environment. Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the natural world. 


Exploring wide range of eggs and observing chicken eggs as they hatch • Looks closely at similarities, differences, pattern and change • Shows care and concern for living things. Develops an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.





Physical Development


Tadpole cutting • Manipulates a range of tools and equipment in one hand, tools including  scissors. Spider printing, spaghetti worm tracks, Role play • Manipulates a range of tools and equipment in one hand, tools including paintbrushes.


Numicon webs • Manipulates a range of tools and equipment in one hand. 


Croc drawings • Creates lines and circles pivoting from the elbow.


Spider hunting • Climbs steps and moves across climbing equipment using alternate feet. • Maintains balance using hands and body to stabilize. • Walks down slopes or steps whilst carrying a small object, maintaining balance and stability.





Literacy


Big blub mark making • Begins to make letter-type shapes to represent the initial sound of their name and other familiar words.


Tad printing • Uses talk to explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen next.


Chalk spiders webs, painting crocodiles • Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breath of their experiences.


Eggs • Beginning to use more complex sentences to link thoughts (using  and or because).


Role play • Uses language to imagine or recreate roles and experiences in play situations.
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Here are some of the learning experiences we will use to explore our theme:


Growth


Core texts:   PLEASE DO NOT READ THESE BOOKS AT HOME UNTIL WE HAVE COMPLETED THEM AT SCHOOL!


            


      





   


  








     











Communication and Language


Talking tables (Oral storytelling) • Is able to talk about familiar books and can tell a long story using talk in pretending things stand for something else. Uses a variety of questions. 	                                                                           Tad printing • Can retell a simple past events in the correct order.


 Talking tables drawing story settings • Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. Questions why things happen and gives explanations.  


Small world play (Spider hunt) • Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences.			                                                             





Personal, Social and Emotional Development


Uses their experiences of adult behaviours to guide their social relationships and interactions. • Shows increasing consideration of other people’s needs and gradually more impulse control in favourable conditions, e.g. giving up a toy to another who wants it. • Practices skills of assertion, negotiation and compromise and looks to a supportive adult for help in resolving conflict with peers. • Is becoming more aware of the similarities and differences between themselves and others in more detailed ways and identifies themselves in relation to social groups and to their peers.
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