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By the end of the spring term your child should be able to:
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Physical development – Children should eat a wide range of foods and be prepared to try unfamiliar foods.  Children should be able to use the Key Stage 1 playground with confidence – climbing up, over and through balancing and climbing equipment. Children should be able to hold a pencil using a tripod grip and form letters using anticlockwise movements and retracing vertical lines. 


You can support their learning by:  Please make sure that the children have access to child sized scissors at home and they use them regularly. Please provide the children with lots of opportunities to write (using their phonics knowledge rather than copying something the adult has written).  Taking the children to the park and encouraging them to climb has a very positive impact upon their writing development!  Control overlarge movements comes before control over smaller movements such as pencil control.  


 








 Literacy development – Children should be able to segment the sounds in simple words. They should be able to link sounds to the letters and know the phase 2 and phase 3 sounds. They should be able to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. Children should be able to read words and simple sentences. 


You can support their learning by: Please make sure that you read with and to your child every day!  This has a greater impact than anything else you can do to support your child’s literacy development! Quickly go through the phase 2 and phase 3 letters every day.  When completing homework make sure that you use the sound mat and support the children to use their phonics knowledge - do not let the children copy what you have written.


 








Communication and Language development – Children should be able to stay focused during carpet times and story times.  They should be able to listen to ideas expressed by others and respond appropriately.  They should be able to speak confidently within a range of social contexts. They should be able to use their language to link their statements and stay within a subject when speaking to peers and adults                                                                                                    You can support their learning by: Allowing them to have time to talk to you without interruption- turning your phone onto silent is a powerful indicator to your child that what they are saying is important and valued!  Read with them/to them as much as possible, this will help them to extend their vocabulary.





Maths development -  Children should be able to recite the number sequence forwards and backwards to 20. They should be able to say the number that is one more than a given number and say the number that is 1 more or 1 less from a group of 5 then 10 objects.  Children should be able to count with 1-1 correspondence (moving objects as they count) to 10 and beyond. They should be able to order 


You can support their learning by:  Talk to your child using positional language (e.g. bring me the book behind the brush).  Please log on to the lgfl website – come and see me if you need a log on.  Please use everyday opportunities to reinforce 1-1 correspondence – try to involve the children in counting out spoons/plates for dinner etc. 








Personal Social and Emotional Development - Children understand that they need to share resources and take turns.  Children should be extending their friendship groups and be able to keep the play moving forward by negotiating with their peers and showing an understanding when others are uset.                         You can support their learning by:  Children develop their friendships in and out of school – play dates play an important role in these friendships.  Play dates after school or during the holidays with a wide range of children support the development of these friendship groups.  














Expressive Arts and Design


Making Chinese lanterns and Chinese dragons – combine different media and use tools for a purpose


Clay monsters – manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect.


Painting to music – creating angry/scary pictures – capture experiences and responses with a range of media.


Pattern printing and animal masks – looking at art from different cultures.


Exploring colour through the festival of Holi.


Story character spoons- selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using. 








Understanding the World


Celebrating festivals and special days (see events below) – recognising and talking about special events in their own lives.


Who did the poo?- Asking questions about the natural world.


Growing beanstalks and planting special things for Mother’s Day  they talk about the features of their own environment and how environments may vary from one another.


Exploring air through ‘Farley Farts’ – balloon boats and balloon cars -children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things.  


Profile Book session children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members-


Mouse Island/Busy Things –, uses ICT hardware to interact with age appropriate software.  





Mathematics


Find the dragon/hairy toe hunt – developing positional language.


Playing “doubles” with compare bears – can you make the same amount? Records using marks they can interpret and explain.


Making Chinese shape dragons –  begins to use mathematical names for 3D shapes                                                                      Who’s the giant-how tall are you?  -orders 2-3 items by height   Sainsbury’s role play – uses everyday language related to time and money. How many monsters? – Counts to 10 and beyond.           Gingerbread patterns – uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and recreate patterns…








Communication and Language


Role play –bookshop/Chinese restaurant - using language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences.


Goldilocks interrogation- listens to and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion. 


How to train your dragon - extends vocabulary especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words. 


When I was scared (linked to scary stories) ...recall and relive past experiences.


Ongoing – Language groups.








Personal, Social and Emotional Development


Small group outing to Chinatown and the local area/parents reading stories at group time - adapting behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine.


Consolidating friendship groups - understand that own actions affect other people. Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities Taking steps to resolve conflicts with other children.  Beginning to be able to negotiate and solve problems without aggression


Dressing up for World Book Day – expressing own preferences and interests.








Physical Development


Cooking Irish potato cakes/pancakes/spring rolls  – eats a healthy range of foodstuffs and understands the need for variety in food.


Woodwork – bird houses - understand the need for safety when tackling new challenges. 


Planting vegetables/scissor skills – uses simple tools to effect changes to materials


Obstacle course – travels with confidence over, under and through balancing and climbing equipment.


Ongoing: writing - begins to use anticlockwise movements and retraces vertical lines. Begins to form recognisable letters, uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form letters, most of which are correctly formed





Literacy


What’s your favourite story? - uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of books.


Talking Tables – write own name and other things such as labels and captions.


How to trap a giant - uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence. 


Pancake recipes- attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts.


Phonics – consolidate continuing a rhyming string/ consolidate linking sounds to letters - phase 2 sounds and introduce phase 3 sounds. 


Ongoing: Reading – reads words and simple sentences. Read some common irregular words





Events


Chinese New Year, Pancake Day, World Book Day,  St Patricks Day, Holi, Ash Wednsday,  Mothers Day, Easter Egg hunt
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Here are some of the learning experiences we will use to explore our theme:


“Once upon a time...”
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Traditional stories; funny stories, rhyming stories, scary stories and stories from around the world...








