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This half term we will be:





Phonics 


This half term we will be starting phase 2 phonics.  The children will be learning to read and write the following sounds: s a t p I n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f ff l ll ss.  They will learn 4 sounds each week, and will work on applying those sounds in their reading and writing.  It is very important that the children practice these sounds every day.    The children who practice these sounds at home are the ones that make the most progress.





Reading 


As the children begin to link sounds to the corresponding letters, they will start to bring books home that have words.  Please point out the tricky words (the see it and say it words) and if the children come across a decodable word that they don’t know please encourage the children to ‘look at the letter, say the sound and blend the sounds together.’  Encourage then to say the initial sound in the word and then cross reference that with what they can see in the picture.


The children will have 2 books per week  - a fully decodable book that they can use their phonics knowledge to read and a book that follows the phonics scheme but will ensure that they have to use other reading strategies to support them as they read.  These will be given out on a Monday – all reading records need to be brought in on Monday. 





Maths 


Please make sure that the children stay in the green zone in Doodlemaths.  Please remember that your role is to read and where necessary explain the question.  DO NOT answer the question for them or the algorithm on the programme will move the children too far forwards and present the children with problems that are too challenging.  Please come and speak to me if you need me to reset your account.





Special Events


We are hoping to organise a movie night at some point during the half term.  We will be checking Government guidance and will keep you updated re dates etc.


This half  term we will be celebrating Diwali and Christmas.  Dates for Christmas celebration will be shared later in the term. 
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Here are some of the learning experiences we will use to explore our theme:


Food


Core texts: Here we are.  Rama and the Demon King.  Lima’s Red Hot Chilli.  The Giant Jam Sandwich.  I Really Want the Cake!
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Mathematics


Rocket counting games – counts with 1-1 correspondence to 5/10/20


Can you find Ravana? -  Uses positional language.  Can describe their relative position.


My favourite sandwich chart – Uses the language of more and fewer to compare two sets.


Labels for the market - Records using marks that they can interpret and explain.  Begins to use everyday language related to money.


My day – Orders and sequences familiar events.


Ongoing: Doodlemaths – with parent support at home and with adult  





Understanding the World


Wonderful world day (linked to Here We Are) – day spent outside making streamers/ kites/bird watch/bird feeders – they talk about features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another.  They make observations of animals/plants, explain why some things occur and talk about changes. The Diwali story/Christmas story  -They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, communities and traditions.


Profile Book session - Children talk about past and present events in their own lives……





Literacy


Notes for a better world/posters/menus for the Indian restaurant – can segment the sounds in simple words and blends the together.  Links sounds to letters (phase 2)


Market stall role play – hear the initial sounds in words/begins to read words and simple sentences.


Tell me about…. – knows that information can be retrieved from books and computers. 


Phonics – Introduce phase 2 sounds. 


Ongoing: Reception classes to use the school library once a week.  Sign in each morning with parental support. 





Communication and Language


What can I do to make the world better? -  Links statements and sticks to main theme or intention.


What happened to Lima? – Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events.


Talking in pairs – how to get rid of hiccups? Listens to and respond to ideas expressed by others in conversations and discussion.


Maintains attention, sits quietly during appropriate activity.  Can listen and do for short periods of time.  Beginning to understand humour. 


Philosophy for Children  – listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversations or discussions. 





Expressive Arts and Design


Small drawings of themselves  - creates simple representations 


Self portraits – chooses particular colours to use for a purpose. Restaurant role play- plays co-operatively as part of a group to act out a narrative.


Woodwork – selects appropriate resources and adapts work as necessary.


Diva lights - manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. Christmas cards – Understands that different media can be combined to create a new effect.


Ongoing: Song of the week – begin to build a repertoire of songs. 








Physical Development


Weekly writing – uses a tripod pencil grip/ Uses anticlockwise movements and retrace vertical lines. Begins to form recognisable letters


Woodwork area – practices some appropriate safety measures without direct supervision. 


 PE- Negotiates space successfully, adjusting speed and changing direction. Travels with confidence and skill, over, under and through balancing and climbing equipment.


Ongoing: Write from the Start- draws lines and circles using gross motor movements, develops pencil control.  








Personal, Social and Emotional Development


. 


Explains own knowledge and understanding and asks appropriate questions. Can describe self in positive terms and talks about abilities. Beginning to be able to negotiate and be able to solve problems without aggression. Understands their own actions affect other people……











