This term the children will be learning to:
Begin to separate from their parents – please support this by listening to the advice of your child’s Key Person.  Ensure that you are speaking about school in a positive manner (especially if your child is finding it challenging to say goodbye to you).  Please watch the ‘we have been learning about…..’powerpoint with your child each Friday at 11.45 or 3.15 so that you can talk to them about what they have been learning about.

Learn to share and take turns – please support this through ensuring that you play alongside your child ensuring that you are modelling sharing and taking turns.  Resist the urge to always give them what they want. 
Use the toilet independently – if your child is not securely toilet trained please speak to your Key Person.  Support the toilet training process by ensuring you keep your child out of nappies/pull ups when at home!  Putting them back into nappies or pull ups will confuse them, it is always better to be consistent.  Please make sure that there is always at least one change of clothes on your child’s peg.
Begin to draw lines and circles with control – these are pre writing skills which will support name writing.  Please support this by ensuring that your child has access to mark making materials such as pens and pencils at home. 
Recognise their own name - please make sure that you support your child to sign in at the beginning of each session.  If they do not recognise their name then give them a choice of two with different initial letters.
Begin to be aware of rhyme – please support this through reading LOTS of rhyming stories.  Point out rhyme in conversations, rhymes and songs.
Recite the number sequence to 10 – please support your child by counting in everyday situations such as counting as they walk up and down stairs.  

Beginning to count using 1-1 correspondence – support your child by asking them to find the correct number of forks/spoons at meal times.  Play games such as snakes and ladders and use the maths games at school. 

Begin to show an awareness of shapes – please talk to your child about shapes in the environment e.g the tyre is a circle, your door is a rectangle.

THE SCHOOL LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR EARLY YEARS PARENT FROM 8.55-9.15 
EACH FRIDAY. PARENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO USE THE LIBRARY WITH THEIR CHILDREN. 
Dates for your diary:  

2/11/17 - Open Morning/afternoon – come and look at your child’s Profile Book and see what they have been learning about.

24/11/17: Maths workshop for new parents

9/11/17: Pre writing workshop for new parents 
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Communication and Language


Colour walks – focusing attention.


Role play – Diwali, juice bar and flower shop – using language to create and recreate roles and experiences


Making a volcano – begin to understand ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions


Juice bar/café/ Indian restaurant role play


Shadow shows – maintain attention and concentrate for extended periods








Personal, Social and Emotional Development


Bringing items from home and dressing in the colour of the week – strengthening links between home and school.


Consolidating friendship groups – can play in a group extending and elaborating on play ideas. New children- selecting and using activities and resources independently.











Books of the week
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Mathematics


Magnetic fishing – find the total number of items in two groups by counting all of them


Black and white unifix patterns / black and white pattern strips – create and recreate repeating patterns


How many heads on Ravana? – count objects up to 10 and beyond.   Counting – orange segments, red grapes, flower petals, blueberries  – learning to move objects as they count


Finding coloured items in the garden – using positional language.


Treasure hunts in the sandpit – selecting the correct numeral to represent how many items they find. 


Indian elephants – recognising numerals and putting them in order


Maths week - 


Ongoing:  Maths games scheme.





Literacy


Rhyming spells – continue a rhyming string


Bonfire words/ colour words – link sounds to letters, blend sounds to read and write simple words


Talking tables – giving meaning to marks they make as they draw and write.


Alphabet bingo- links sounds to letters


Sound box – show awareness of alliteration


I-Spy – hear and say the initial sounds of words


What does this say? Recognising familiar words and signs from the environment


Ongoing: Sound of the week – bringing objects from home








Events and celebration


Bonfire night, Open Afternoon, Diwali, Christmas, Nativity play.
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Here are some of the learning experiences we will use to explore our theme:


Colour and Light
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Understanding the World


Crepe paper colour mixing – making and testing colour predictions


Making play-dough – talk about why things happen and how things work


Thinking Groups – designing experiments to test ideas inspired by familiar stories


Planting bulbs - garden and local park - 


2Simple Paint a Picture – using ICT to experiment with colours


Making “sensory bottles”


Colour flowers – talks about why things happen and how things work








Physical Development


Cooking foods of different colours – Squeezing orange juice, blueberry pancakes, banana bread, and fruit kebabs – using tools and developing awareness of hygiene.


Making Diwali puppets– developing scissor skills


Rainbow glitter tray – developing control with mark-making tools.


Making dens – developing awareness of the need for safety when tackling new challenges


Ongoing: Write Dance; Dough Disco; Parachute games.





Expressive Arts and Design


Shadow paintings with the overhead projector – combining different media to create new effects


Using toothbrushes to create small firework paintings/ large firework painting – splatter paintings.


Ice cube colour mixing 


Observational drawings – choosing particular colours to use for a purpose. 


Making Diva lights with clay – manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect


Diwali role play – play cooperatively as a group to develop and act out a narrative


Ongoing: Song of the week - begin to build a repertoire of songs. 


.
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