This half term the children will be learning to:

Begin to separate from their parents – please support this by listening to the advice of your child’s Key Person.  Ensure that you are speaking about school in a positive manner (especially if your child is finding it challenging to say goodbye to you).  Please make sure that you are signing into your Seesaw account – there are links to the  core texts on there to support the children.

Learn to share and take turns – please support this through ensuring that you play alongside your child ensuring that you are modelling sharing and taking turns.  Resist the urge to always give them what they want. 

Use the toilet independently – if your child is not securely toilet trained please speak to your Key Person.  Support the toilet training process by ensuring you keep your child out of nappies/pull ups when at home!  Putting them back into nappies or pull ups will confuse them, it is always better to be consistent.  Please make sure that there is always at least one change of clothes on your child’s peg.

Begin to draw lines and circles with control – these are pre writing skills which will support name writing.  Please support this by ensuring that your child has access to mark making materials such as pens and pencils at home. 

Recognise their own name – if you are still coming into the classroom in the morning then please make sure that you support your child to sign in at the beginning of each session.  If they do not recognise their name then give them a choice of two with different initial letters.

Begin to be aware of rhyme – please support this through reading LOTS of rhyming stories.  Point out rhyme in conversations, rhymes and songs.

Recite the number sequence to 10 – please support your child by counting in everyday situations such as counting as they walk up and down stairs.  

Beginning to count using 1-1 correspondence – support your child by asking them to find the correct number of forks/spoons at meal times.  Play games such as snakes and ladders and use the maths games at school. 

Begin to show an awareness of shapes – please talk to your child about shapes in the environment e.g the tyre is a circle, your door is a rectangle.

Nursery children can choose a library book from the Nursery classroom on Wednesdays.  Books that are brought back will be quarantined  for 5 days before being put back into circulation.
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Understanding the World


Wonderful world day –making streamers/ kites/bird watch/bird feeders – talks about why things happen and how things work.  Can talk about some of the things they have observed.


What happens in the day/night – shows an interest in different occupations. The Diwali story – knows some of the things that make them unique, and talk about some of the similarities and difference in relation to family or friends. Introduce remote control cars – knows how to operate simple equipment. Guinea pig maze – Shows care and concern for living things. Profile Book session - Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives.





Expressive Arts and Design


Drawings of themselves  - Understand that they can use lines to enclose a space and then use that shape to represent objects/creates simple representations 


Restaurant role play- plays co-operatively as part of a group to act out a narrative.


Diva lights - manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. Market role play  - engages in imaginative role play based on first -hand experiences. Uses available resources to create props to support role play.


 Christmas cards –.understands that they can combine media to create a new effect.





Literacy


Notes for a better world….gives meaning to marks as they draw, write and paint. 


Rama and Sita role play  - Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall.  


Sandwich shop role play -ascribes meaning to marks that they see in different places. 


Sound drums – recognising rhythm in spoken words. 


Letters to Father Christmas  -recognises familiar words such as their own name. 


Phonics - Silly soup What’s the sound? Follow the sounds.   Button and key game.





Special Events


We are hoping to organise a movie night at some point during the half term.  We will be checking Government guidance and will keep you updated re dates etc.


This half  term we will be celebrating Diwali and Christmas.  Dates for Christmas celebration will be shared later in the term. 
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Here are some of the learning experiences we will use to explore our theme:


Food


Core texts: Here we are.  Rama and the Demon King.  Lima’s Red Hot Chilli.  The Giant Jam Sandwich.  I Really Want the Cake!
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Mathematics


 Rocket counting games – consolidate 1-1 correspondence.  Counts with 1-1 correspondence to 3/5/10


How many reindeers - Records using marks that they can interpret and explain.  


My day – Orders and sequences familiar events. 


Labels for the market – Shows an interest in representing numbers. 


My favourite sandwich chart – begins to make comparisons between quantities.  Compares 2 groups of objects saying when they have the same number.   


Can you find Ravana? Uses positional language.





Communication and Language


 Introduce a visitor to the planet- – begins to use more complex sentences/builds up vocabulary that reflects their experiences.                                                               Notes for a better world - begins to use more complex sentences to link thoughts/use talk to connect ideas…… Rama and Sita/restaurant role play – builds up vocabulary that reflects their experiences. Uses talk to pretend objects stand for something else.                              What happened to Lima? – questions why things happen and gives explanations. Uses a range of tenses.                             I really want the cake…..use talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen next…





Physical Development


Streamers - uses one handed tools and equipment. Notes for a better world - can copy some letters in their name. Shows a preference for a dominant hand.


Diva lights – uses simple tools to affect changes to materials. 


Making sandwiches – uses simple tools to effect changes to materials.  


Running races/circuit training - observes the effect of activity  on their bodies. 


Letters to Father Christmas


Christmas cards inserts – writes own name








Personal, Social and Emotional Development


Enjoys the responsibility of carrying out small tasks.  Begin to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources.  Shows confidence in asking adults for help. Keeps play going by responding to what others are saying or doing. Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met.


 











