This term the children will be learning to:
Begin to separate from their parents – please support this by listening to the advice of your child’s Key Person.  Ensure that you are speaking about school in a positive manner (especially if your child is finding it challenging to say goodbye to you).  Please watch the ‘we have been learning about…..’powerpoint with your child each Friday at 3.20 so that you can talk to them about what they have been learning about. This also goes onto the website. 
Learn to share and take turns – please support this through ensuring that you play alongside your child ensuring that you are modelling sharing and taking turns.  Resist the urge to always give them what they want. 
Use the toilet independently – if your child is not securely toilet trained please speak to your Key Person.  Support the toilet training process by ensuring you keep your child out of nappies/pull ups when at home!  Putting them back into nappies or pull ups will confuse them.  It is always better to be consistent.  Please make sure that there is always at least one change of clothes on your child’s peg.
Begin to draw lines and circles with control – these are pre - writing skills which will support name writing.  Please support this by ensuring that your child has access to mark making materials such as pens and pencils at home. 
Recognise their own name - please make sure that you support your child to sign in at the beginning of each session.  If they do not recognise their name then give them a choice of two with different initial letters.
Begin to be aware of rhyme – please support this through reading LOTS of rhyming stories.  Point out rhyme in conversations, rhymes and songs.
Recite the number sequence to 10 – please support your child by counting in everyday situations such as counting as they walk up and down stairs.  

Beginning to count using 1-1 correspondence – support your child by asking them to find the correct number of forks/spoons at mealtimes.  Play games such as snakes and ladders and use the maths games at school. 

Begin to show an awareness of shapes – please talk to your child about shapes in the environment e.g the tyre is a circle, your door is a rectangle.

There will be an opportunity to borrow a story book from the Nursery library every Tuesday morning and Wednesday afternoon.   
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development


Settling into a new class – separates from main carer with support.  Shows confidence in asking adults for help.  


Making new friends and consolidating established friendship groups - Beginning to negotiate with other children to resolve conflicts.  


“I can Book” – Describing ourselves in positive terms and talking about abilities.


Learning how to use the new environment – selects and uses resources. 


Outings, visitors and events – adapting behaviour to different social situations and changes in routine.








Literacy


Talking tables – describes main story setting, events and principal characters, breaking the flow of speech into words


What does it say? – developing awareness of print in the environment.


Storyphones – beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured.


Learning how to use the reading areas – ascribes meaning to marks they see…


Ongoing: Nursery class to use the Nursery library with their parents once a week.  Sign in each morning with parental support. 
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Here are some of the learning experiences we will use to explore our theme:


Ourselves


Core texts: Lost and Found, Owl Babies. The big Hungry Bear and the Red Ripe Strawberry
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Special Events/Festivals


Macmillan cake sale 


Maths workshop


Drama Workshop





Understanding the World


Planting bulbs – showing care and concern for living things


Pond-dipping– asking questions about the natural world


Community powerpoint – comments and asks questions about their familiar world.


Remote control cars- knows how to operate simple ICT equipment. 


Interactive White Board – introducing Busy Things programme and signs in routines (number run, BusyThings, 2paint)   -  uses ICT hardware to interact with age appropriate software.


Ice experiment – talks about why things happen and how things work. 





Mathematics


Children number lines – Recognising numbers of personal significance.


Counting people - Counting with one-to-one correspondence


My Day at Nursery/School – anticipates some specific time based events.


Where am I? - Using positional language.                                             Shape hunt – Shows an awareness of similarities of shapes in the environment.      			            Lego/Duplo/mobilo- Shows interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking about shapes or arrangements.                                                           Ongoing: Introduce maths games loan scheme.





Physical Development


Uses the toilet independently – usually dry and clean through the day. 


 Practising throwing and catching skills – showing increasing control


Writing names – using anti-clockwise movements and retracing vertical lines when writing letters


Scissor skills – use one handed tools and equipment


Baking bread, making gingerbread people, developing awareness of hygiene, uses tools and equipment safely. 


Ongoing: Write Dance- draws lines and circles using gross motor movements.  





Communication and Language


Describe and draw barrier game – showing awareness of listener’s needs


Sound Lotto – focusing attention.


Kims Game – maintains attention.


Exploring the Eco Garden– use talk to connect ideas, explain, and anticipate what might happen next.


Tell me about... – can retell an event in correct order/builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. 


How does it work? -asks a range of questions:  who, what, where, when.


Soap flake ‘Gloop’-begin to use more complex sentences. to link thoughts








Expressive Arts and Design


Observational drawings – creating simple representations and choosing particular colours to use for a purpose.


Clay faces – manipulating materials to achieve a planned effect


Independently uses the DT area – constructs with a purpose in mind.  


Home corner role play- plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme. 


Small Worlds (linked to new children’s interest) - introduce a storyline or narrative into their play


Ongoing: Song of the week – begin to build a repertoire of songs. 








